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Great    Captains,    with    their    guns    and    drums, 

Disturb  our  judgment  for  the  hour, 

But  at  last  silence  comes ; 

Tliese  all  are  gone,  and,  standing  like  a  tower, 

Our  children  shall  behold  his  fame, 

The  kindly-earnest,   brave,   foreseeing  man, 

Sagacious,  patient,  dreading  praise,  not  blame. 

New  hirth  of  our  new  soil,  the  first  American. 

— James  Russdl  Lowell. 
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He  is  the  true  histoiy  of  the  American  peo- 
ple in  his  time.  Step  by  step  he  walked  before 
them  ;  slow  with  their  slowness,  quickening  his 
march  by  theirs;  the  true  representative  of  his 
continent;  an  entirely  public  man;  father  of 
his  country,  the  pulse  of  twenty  millions  throb- 
bing in  his  heart,  the  thought  of  their  minds 
articulated  by  his  tongue. — Oration  on  "Abra- 
ham Lincoln."  By  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson, 
at  Concord,   N.   H. 
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I  clearly  discern  that  the  one  providential 
leader,  the  indispensable  hero  of  the  great 
drama — faithfully  reflecting  eVen  in  his  hesita- 
tions and  seeming  vacillations  the  sentiment  of 
the  masses — fitted  by  his  very  defects  and 
short-comings  for  the  burden  laid  upon  him, 
I  he  good  to  be  wrought  out  through  him,  was 
.Vbraham  Lincoln. — Greeley  on  Lincoln.  Edited 
by  Joel  Benton. 


O  CAPTAIN!  MY   CAPTAIN! 

O    Captain !    my    Captain !    our    fearful    trip    is 

done, 
•The  ship  has  weathered    every    rack,   the  prize 

we  sought  is  won, 
The  port  is  near,  the  bells   I  hear,  the  people 

a-U  exulting. 
While  .follow  eyes   the   steady  keel,  the  vessel 
grim    and    daring ; 
But  O  heart !  heart  I  heart ! 
O  the  bleeding  drops  of  reel, 

Where  on  the  deck  my  Captain  lies,  - 
Fallen  cold  and   dead. 

O   Captain  I   my  Captain   rise  up   and  hear  the 

.bells; 
Rise  up — for  you  the  flag  ig  flung — for  you  the 

bugle    trills. 
For   you   bouquets   and    ribboned   wreaths,    for 

you  the  shores  acrowding. 
For    you    they    call,    the    swaying    mass,    their 
eager  faces  turning" ; 
Here   Captain  !   dear   father  ; 
This  arm  beneath  your  head ! 

It  is  some  dream  that  oh  the  deck 
You've  fallen  cold  and  dead. 

My  Captain  does  not  answer,  his  lips  are  pale 

and  still, 
My   father   does   not   feel   my   arm,   he  has  no 

pulse  nor  will, 
The  ship  is  anchored  safe  and  sound,  its  voy- 
age closed  and  done. 
From    fearful    trip    the    victor .  ship    comes    in 
with  object  won;. 
Exult  O   shores,  and  ring  O  bells  ! 
But   I,  with   mournful  tread, 
Walk  the  deck  my  Captain  lies, 
Fallen  cold  and  dead. 

—Walt  Whituiaii. 
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O  CAPTAIN!  MY   CAPTAIN! 

O    Captain !    my    Captain !    our    fearful    trip    is 
done. 

The  ship  has  weathered    every    rack,   the  prize 
we   sought  is   won, 

The  port  is  near,  the  bells   I  hear,  the  people 
all  exulting, 

While   follow  eyes   the   steady  keel,  the  vessel 
grim   and    daring; 

But  O  heart !  heart !  heart ! 

O  the  bleeding  drops  of  red. 

Where  on  the  deck  my  Captain  lies, 

Fallen  cold  and   dead. 
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bells ; 
Rise  up — for  you  the  flag  is  flung — for  you  the 

bugle    trills. 
For   you   bouquets   and   ribboned   wreaths,    for 

you  the  shores  acrowding, 
For    you    they    call,    the    swa3dng    mass,    their 
eager  faces  turning ; 
Here  Captain  !   dear   father  ; 
This  arm  beneath  your  head ! 

It  is  some  dream  that  on  the  deck 
You've  fallen  cold  and  dead. 

-\Iy  Captain  does  not  answer,  his  lips  are  pale 

and  still, 
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pulse  nor  will. 
The  ship  is  anchored  safe  and  sound,  its  voy- 
age closed  and  done, 
From    fearful    trip    the    victor    ship    comes    in 
with  object  won ; 
Exult  O  shores,  and  ring  O  bells ! 
But  I,  with  mournful  tread, 
Walk  the  deck  my  Captain  lies, 
Fallen  cold  and  dead. 

— JValf  Whitman. 


